ENACTING ANTI SMOKING LAW IN IRAN

Concurrent with Iranian Government joining to "Framework Convention for Tobacco Control" (FCTC) on 16 June 2003, Iranian Anti Tobacco Association (IATA) with the collaboration of Iranian Ministry of Health started to collect the preliminaries of Comprehensive National Tobacco Control Law and IATA took the serious measures to lobbying with Iranian Parliament.

All these efforts led the Parliament representatives to present a related project which was studied by various commissions of the Parliament including, Health, Economy, Commerce and Industry.

This project was approved by the mentioned commissions, separately and was presented during the open session of the Parliament. Given the discordant views of Government and Parliament, the decision was postponed to the next round consulting.

Finally, this law was ratified on 6th of September 2006. But Constitution Guardian Council of Iran raised a number of objections to it. Effective and persistent lobbying of IATA members with the Secretary General of Guardian Council resulted in its final approval on 27th of September 2006.

At last on 3rd October 2006 FCTC was ratified by the Iranian Parliament in the form of 20 articles and 3 notes and the Iranian president officially notified the executive instruction of this law to be enacted on 16th of October 2006.

It should be noted that the Comprehensive National Tobacco Control Law was ratified only due to the serious and persistent efforts of IATA members as well as other benevolent and charitable people.

Based on the article 18 of this law, the executive instructions are to be sent by the Ministry of Health with the cooperation of IATA.

Based on the article 18 of this law, Ministry of Health is supposed to prepare the executive instructions at last three months from order of the president to be approved by the Government.

The article 1 of this law indicates the foundation of a committee in order to control tobacco consumption, the members of which are of Minister of Health as the Director, Minister of Culture, Minister of Education, Minister of Commerce, the High Command of Disciplinary Force and a NGO active in tobacco control by the selection of the Health Minister, acting as the representative of all relative NGOs.

It is noteworthy that in November 2006, Iranian Anti Tobacco Association was selected to represent the NGOs in this committee.
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