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Department of Finance and Deregulation
Office of Best Practice Regulation

Reference: 11336

Contact: Radmila Ristic

Telephone: 02 6215 1973

g-miail: Radmila.Ristic@finance.gov.au
Penny Marshall

Director

Tobacco Control Section
Department of Health and Ageing
GPO Box 9848

CANBERRA ACT 2601

Dear Penny

Thank you for the draft Regulation Impact Statement (RIS) on plain packaging of fobacco
products, sent 27 April 2010. As discussed the RIS does not satisfy the Australian Government’s
best practice regulation requirements.

Based on my discussions with you and on the media release by the Prime Minister on
29 April 2010, it would seem that a decision has been made on this proposal and unfortunately
there is no capacity now to undertake any further work on the RIS,

As you may be aware, under the Government’s best practice regulation tequirements: ‘The
Government has decided that, in the absence of exceptional circumstances as agreed by the Prime
Minister, a regulatory proposal with medium compliance costs or significant impacts on business
and individuals or the economy (including restrictions on competition) cannot proceed to Cabinet
or other decision makers unless it has complied with the Government’s regulatory impact analysis
requirements. The OBPR is required to advise decision makers on the adequacy of the RIS or
quantification of compliance costs where required’ .

The OBPR is required to report this matter as non-compliant in the Best Practice Regulation
Report. Under the Government’s requirements a post-implementation review will be required to
commence within one to two years of implementation.

Ground Floor, Minter Ellison Building, 25 Naticnat Clroult, Forrest ACT 2603 » Telephone 02 6215 1955 « Facsimile 02 6215 1981
Internet www._obpr.gov.au




Thank you for consulting with the OBPR on this matter. The OBPR ID number for this matter for
correspondence and compliance reporting purposes is 11336.

Yours sincerely

Radimila Risfic
Director

4 May 2010




O

S

I. Problem

1.1 Description &f the problem
Tobacco smoking presents an ynacceptalie finri
The Nationsl Pr_evmwuve Eea’.lth 1

o gbout half of the smokers wha continyeto sl
half of them inmiddleage; o

: majamy of Aas&aimmm smni: :
people, many as young: 8s 14,13 aﬂﬂmﬁ

ehmmanngsdl ﬁams«a iz
vigorous education W&ﬂsrmﬁ“. Hortable

» . the more comprehensive the approach, the tiore: h&ety itis &ﬁﬁs‘eval‘eﬁ@e will decline
among, all social groups.

CABINET IN CONFI




31gmﬁcam efforts o tryto re&wiﬂemfa&.ﬂf anelkiz

s the Council of Anstrealian Governinésts (CO/
Agresment to a tacget of, by:a&i&
the papulation and balving the Indip

+ COAG alsosgrsdin s 2009 Nufgal P tneisl
Imttam?e,, ¥
$100 million over four year - from 2000

*

notahl‘y' reshwtimismﬂhms.
produsts; and bans on smoking in cars &
exposed to secondhand smake.

However, according to the findings of e Nat
smoking reduction targets agreed by COAG will net be:
additional reform: '

1. to make fobacco-prods




be mere*hkefy 0 try.

thaughtst wmﬁd baqasws in
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