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~ Smoker who lost both,legs
~ sues tobacco manufacturer
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Ex-smoker first Canadian to sue a tobacco firm, . .
B! TLn Harper
Toronto Star
vANCOUYFR - A former

~-daf a~noka who says his
~ost him his legs has be-

come the Jirst Canadian to sue a
tobaeco manufacturer for dam-
aae [rma bis addiction.
Roger Perron, a 3S7ear-ofd

CMKKIM of a 7-yew-old boy,

ibda Su~pra»e Court, aeek

tbe g~~t R R Mm D~onald apbwInc.
pg8r~tt! 't$8Cl1ET'EC

Plsr~on lost both hls legs to
s Dlsease a rare eondi-

tion doctors say is found -ai-
maR ewc]usirel ~n aaotera.
Perron's :nction to ci$a•

e+ettes wat so seuere 6e continued
smoking evat after the amputa-
tion o` Fdt 1e61n 18oQ be said
tn tbeitatament of claim .
It was** after the Im of his

otber leg in 1983 that ao acnpunr

turist finally stopped a habit that
had seen the former heavy equig
rnent operator smoke 20 to 25
cigarestes daily since age 13 .

"i tried to (quit) many timea .-l
just cotildo't atop,," Perron sa3d.
The first Canadian lawsuit

came one week afber •~ry in
Newark. NJ., foum that the ciga-
rette manufacturer Liggett _
Group Inc., was parf3altytespoQ-
s'ble for the death of Roee {Spol-
locee* who diacd of I'm caneer.
Her family was awarded sm,
OOQ .
Bnt the next day, a federal W

peals conR in {lnchmall, (MNo,
dismissed a .lawspit from a nqm
wba bad tost his ktt teg to puhno .-
nary dixas~ Tbe coutt cited a
i966 US Congresa decision thst
conmpelied cigarette numnfactur-
ers to warn customers of the dan-
ga'so<smolrle&

JeffreY t.abo*, a ipoke==
for RJR MacDonald Inc .. a

rvholMJ mrned'Canadian subsidi-
ary of the 3.oodflrtfiased RJ R
Toluao latern8ttional Inc, sald
the campeny uritl defend lt9elf
"viBraWYs vith tp tde resauu+oes
at our command. _ .

"Tbe ftmdamentat questlon is,
is It fair for aameane who fredy
choaxs to atnoke and ihen be-
coroes dl to try to put respcnslbi!-
It7~ vohmtary choice on to

P---
Uwid S•etnor af the Taroata

bamai NooZasohers' Rigbts Aa
soclatimi, said the labdling arga-
ruent u9ed by U.& ntanufacturers
vi2l have no bearing in a t'ana-
dtian court.

li,e said the US& i:wastry bss
argued that the warning on cpga-
rette ;Mctaget js the one dietated

`"h Caoad.~~wa rrnia~gs y~ou
aee on ckarettt paiclages are put
there rohmtarJly," hs sald_

70
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gl1TT-MA,KE ~ SUED

Smoking
cited in
I~.g loss
VANCOUVLrA (CP) - A lorm.r b.a.y .rttpment

oqer.tor, who sa~'s ~6e ioat bis kp to a atpoki~ .
;elat.d d>~ase, t`Wd a taadtnark liM~lt y .ataeds~r
a~tiqlt a Canl~diaa tOb .CCO alamdactsr+ec

. lawsullt is>theoIW&V Um 'sa lobea ~tnrt B..T~.~~d 1oc~,

.ued for 4-amagea relatlaS to diseasea autter .d br
tmoiters .
Tbe $.C. Supreme Court acttoa eomas in the w.ke

at a a~ticb ~ eaurt ~1tag la tbe Unlted $tatss .
A U.S. srat Court jury to New Jersey awarded

Mtmio apolloae $400 .000 In damages last weak atter

bu~met ~tbe~de.°th trom 1ar ai aa 'wllet~„~ 1c
. , 3§, of Vanowm is

ao a~rteaial~ ~tl~a ~
off the cfrculatloo to the limbs
and ohea results tn
tion. The disease, du6bed
"smoker's leg" by deotoxtil,
g aerae~ Ily affects me4 batwem
the ages of !o and 40, and is

' Ma b vee'pRipdal dfa~~esse, satd Perron, who is
uosPedflsd dam .-ss.

,1tlu~ ~twh ~,~tbra~~
david $weanor, la Lor

Dwjblr wnputo0ott the Nop•$alokers' Rt`btr
Assoclatiooy pid Perrco's suwt would be twed o1y tbe
i arWaaam tt+.t mbaoeo warniap t~tned by aanamaa sra-
`ulacttu+ers On lnndpuat&
'"Thero's a ~ttop~ onttt oo the c~otnpsaks to warn
'ca»uwers abont tbe poteatl.l Lasards at
8weanor toid tbe tlew~t oaotatmoe. 'Y.yea*,
ay arn aot living o~ to that oa~ .."
In an iata~~sew trsm Torotroo, deCf Libow, M~pee~

deot d,oorporate sstlahs for lL,1 .R. ~1d, ~d:
'"1tie didbl+an to smate i# a matter at tadittdual a6slos

=0:o saaaitabeeotres W, to put the rspor,.R&
ity on *ora.ma ob.T" I
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Former smoker can't affard 1awswt
VANCOUVER ~( CP} R;Roger~: ; tion=die; but it, may. take y now, ing in amputatio_ a ri

. lot ; of
.,,~ ` •

err+un;~ wbo ~ is `suing- a, Canadian ~`~t.~ecause I can ~only 'aay ~7nuch j getting support
oba~-rna~tuf4cturer after~.losing ~`,eachsm~~antls." from a lot of peogle, .bu,t~no~et~f3t. ". ~= ' `sboth" .legs: aas''the "~ result• of = a =- Hd'~a~ •~at he is~ not~~hgible ~ financial, Perrvn said .

the only one withrg-smoking related disease, says the<< ..,fQr legal aid and he-~as not'negoti= : . ; I'm not
suit may be .delayed- because ..he:: . . ; er s disease-or cancer, and 3f,~ do:ated a . contingenc~ f.e+~ de~~w with set a recedent with tliis '+~'a~ itcannot,pay: his legal biiis: ~ ~ ,~ . ` ' . F ~,,~ ~:.k~is ja~+vye~ "R T~ will heP i thousands of otfiers " ~: The ~suit:agansti •NlacDon- ~ r~. ; ;. i s T ~, - The suit .was•-~:iled _Iast moQth in ; Parron'sa s he-' smoked 'for' 15 'ald-Inc.~. marks-~ahe first tirne, ir~ :.:', , Y
Canada''-.that a"tobaccv _cvmpany': Brit~sh Columb~a Sugpeme .ourt. ,~ years : before ~=was- struc.•jjrith
has been suetl-l'or .datnages related ~..,Perron, 35, a .~a .n#er:~heavy i the disease,= ;
to diseaw :suffered by.-smokers,=, equipment ,op~'ator,~uffers ~ .from i After his left leg was amputated
said ~,'er~~on's:-lawyer,-Russell~Stan- -X~rger'~ ;disease, ~alsi~4 knoirm as ; ~in 1980, -Perron continu : to
ta.n. =srnokec~s leg.~The ail~t narrows ; smoke until his right leg~ras

Perron said he-"won't let the ac- the a~'teries,in . the leg,~Qfte,~~~result- amputated three years later . .• ; • .
, .
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• Tobacco warning
lacking punch

Amputees call them stump
socks. These big, stretchy
bootees are the color of Band-
Aids and Roger Perron was roll-
ing them on to what's left of his
legs .
You read about Perron in yes-

terday's paper . Probably saw him
on TV when he put on his plastic
I and stood up.

e was wobbly, off balance for
a moment, as if he was stepping
out on stilts .

Perron, a dark, burly guy with
a cookie-duster moustache, was
telling us about his lawsuit
against RJR-Macdonald Inc ., the
makers of Export cigarettes .

His allegation is that 17 years'
smokin~ Exports caused the
Buerger s disease which Ied to
the amputation of his legs .
Most of us did a double-take

ROGER PERRON
suing cigarette firm

when Perron recalled that losing
his left leg in 1980 wasn't enough
to get him off cigarettes .

Even after they cut off his right
leg in 1983, Perron needed help
from acupuncture therapy before
he kicked the habit .

But it's not really all that sur-
prising . In my own small circle
of friends, I know half a dozen
men who can't quit after doctors
warned they had 6ie-threatening
diseases caused by or aggravated
by smoking. -
One of them with mouth can-

cer spent months with his jaw
wired shut while the skin and jaw-
bone grafts were healing . He
smoked throug h the mouth
opening he used to take liquid
food through a straw.
As if we needed It, the recent

explanation from the U .S . Sur-
geon-General, Dr . Everett Koop,
is that tobacco is as addictive as
heroin.
More surprising than Perron's

prolonged smoking Is what Dr .
Fred Bass has to say about
Buerger's disease, first diagnosed
in 1908 .
Doctors have known since the

1950s that Buerger's disease is
-caused by smoking - only
smokers ~et it, says Dr . Bas4,
who is chairman of the B.C. IViedi-
cal Association's tobacco and ill-
ness con~?nittee .
Also amazing is this set of

∎ 52.6 billion cigarettes.
∎ 261,613,000 cigars.
∎ 7,863,380 kilos of cigarette

tobacco .
∎ 47,733 kilos of pipe

tobacco .
Furthermore . StatsCanada

reckons that 5,985,000 Canadians
are ' regular smokers."

And Health and Welfare figures
show there are 35,000 deaths a
year in Canada from tobacco-
related diseases .
Dr. Bass thinks the tobacco

Industry should quit waffling the
way it does on cigarette packs
with a low-key warning about
"health dangers" from smoking .
He would word it along this

line:
"Use at your own risk . This

product is a carcinogenic~ toxic
product that causes death and iil-
ness from cancer ; heart disease
and Buerger's disease ."

I'd go one better than Dr . Bass
and have them illustrate the
warning with a picture of Roger
Perron rolling on his stump
socks.

StatsCanada figures for sales In Read Bruce McLean every
Canada by 12 tobacco companies Monday, Wednesday and Fri-
last year: day. -
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These charges form the ha_'~a o ,ez~
extradition hearing which resumes T~ durs utin B .C . Supreme Court . Me\Y',^ remains in cu,-
tody at the Vancouver Pretrial Cectre .

x~w oa me suw." oorpus appticauon. In a 27-page judgment handed down Mon- "They did not agree lo extradile persons

Lawnmower ban a non-starter
There won't be any lawamower police In Burnaby yet .
Burnaby council listened politely but did not respond favorably to a pro-

posal that would forbid the operation of lawnwowers and other power gar-
den tools on Sundays .
John Beltz, chairman of the Society For Sotmdscape Awareness and

Protection, said early morning peace is constantly shattered by law'n-
mowers.

The solution according to Beltz is to provide a day of quiet .
"1t's a nice thought, but a little difncull," Ald . t'red Randall said.

"A'hat happens if Il rains on a Saturday?"

m~k~ lawsu:
called warning

.ra . ~ .
STEVE eoacH

CELINE MARSHALL, STEPHANIE WESTEN model their "wearable works of art"

Students' summer T-shirt business
banned to protect retail outlets '

By JEFF LEE

Two enterprising art sludents
trying tocrealethetrownsummer
jobs have run inlo the bureau-
cracy at Vancouver city hall -
despile theirfederaljob funding .
Celine Marshall and Stephanie

Weslen of Langley want to sell
individually hand-painled
T-shirts on street corners this
summer . Their proposel was
backed by the federal Challenge
88 student em~loyment program .
And initial information from city
hall led them to believe their plan
would work.

Competing with stores
a

recelved the grant-bul it isn't
delivered until the project ends in
September, Marshall said.
go they borrowed $450 from

each parent and called city hall .
"They advised us we needed E2-

mlllion liability Inaurance," said
Marshall. "Then we had to bring
In j300 (for Ucences) and the dis-
play table to have Il approved by
engineering ."
The girls bought the T-shirls,

fabric paints, brushes and
insurance and headed off to city
hall .
"That's when we were told we

couldn't get a licence because this
competea with retail stores," Mar-
ehall sald Monday . "We're atu-
dentG who WAnt to mMt[P art

elry, but two recent apPlicalions
to sell hand-painted T-shirts were
turned down because council
decided they didn't fit the handi-
craft rule.

Others tarned down
Ald . Carole Taylor, who chairs

the committee overseeing permits
and licences, said she sympathizes
with the lwo students, but
believes lhe city's policy must be
enforced.

"It's unfortunate lhat they got
caught in the middle like this .
We've had two recent applicalions
that were similar, and council
turned them down, even though in
one case I felt it ftt the rule of

caraes.Tldfisthesameastelling nanocranea ;•snesatd .-•tnon-.•.'x.~l[iLrXX•l.ir-ilrC. .9.4,ir. .>«. . .Y .,. .- . .u..- . . . .aUN/IYAnry•1 / .i„1 il y,1111,0 . .~

By JOANNE MacDONALD
Roger Perron says he launched a landmark lawsuit against

tobacco giant RJR-Macdonald Inc . because he wants to spare
others the physical suffering he's endured due to the effects of
tobacco consumption .

"1 feel they (the company) should

warn the public
more that smoking t '~ r191 feel they (the
is dangerous to
anybody'shealth. ~^' Company) should
You don't want to fo' ~1 warn the public
eh! ;e ;;er!e~d? 1 E more that smokiAg
kindsofdiseases w aniinrous to
that smoking anybody'6
aggravatec or e- ' health,tJ
causes . it hurls;' , ,
Perron, told repor- - Roger Perron
l M dera on ay at a
news conference In Vancouver.

The 35-year-old cily man, a former
heavy equipment operator who says
he smoked the Export brand for 17
years, had his legs amputated after
contracting Buerger's disease .

The disease, which usually strikes
males between age 20 to 40, narrows
the arleries in the leg, restricting
circulalion . '

1'errun nled a wril Monday In B .C.
Supreme Court against RJR-Mac-
donald lnc .,for an unspecified
amounl in damages, saying the com-
pany failed to warn people of,lhe
en'ecl of tobacco In assoclaUon wllh
Buerger's disease and that It Is

unsafe and
harmful to their
health . Perron is
seeking compen-
setion for his loss
of limbs, inter-
ference in his
ability to make a
hving and costs.
The company

b a aubsidiary of
SWEANOff the U .S .-based

R .J . Reynolds Industries Inc .
The BC. Supreme Court suit fol•

low's a landmark U.SS federal court
ruling last week that a
cigarette maker had contributed to
the death of a smoker.

1 . that case, a Jury awarded
$400.000 US in damages to the hus-
band of a woman who died of lung
cancer at the age of 58 . The jury
found the woman was 80-per-cent
responsible for her death, but it was
the arst case in which a tobacco com-
pany w•as ordered to pay money for a
disease caused by cigarettes.

He told reporters he does not want
to settle oul of court because he
wants "to make a point here ."

The unemployed Perron, who Is
on a disubllity pension and raising
his sever -year-old son alone, said his
message to others Is simple : "Don't
smoke ."

Jeff Labow, vice president of cor-
porate affairs for RJR-Macdonald,
sald itom Toronto the manufacturer
plans to use all of ita resources In Its
defence.

"The decision to smoke is a matter
of individual choice and personal
responsibilily," Labow said. "la It
fair for aomeone who chooses to
smoke and becomes 111 to put the
responsibaity on someone else!"

Perron's statement of claim filed
in court says in 1976, at age 24, he
began to sulTer loss of circufation;
paln and discomtorl in his lower
extremities that increased so much
that In 1980, his left leg had to be
ampulaled .
An autnnsy orlhe Iee showed hr

genl !n lhe case of a wonlan who suf-
fered a atrQke after taking the codr
pany's birth control pills.
The woman was awarded 5837•000

ih damages after the Ontario court
ruled that manufacturers of birth
control pills should w'arn consuqtern
of all possible side etfects irn taking
the drugs.

--BRIEFI,Y-
• Trash study
on recycling,
SPEC says

Vancouver should slop study-
Ing the Idea of recycling, and
instead use surveys other mumc-
ipalttic•s have collected to put a

city-widc program in place• says a spokesman for the Soriety Promoting Environmental ('on-

sen•aunn.
Rosalind Mellander . SPEC's

executive director, says the rtt)
doesn't need "to conduct yet
another study when there arc
already enough studies around
to do the job
The city's 6nanre comminec

agrEed lasl week on a six-month•
$19,000 pilot project to collect
newspapers in the areas of 49th
and .Maln Street and the Pacific
National Exhibition .

Satiacum hearing set
Native Indian activist Robert

Satiacum will face a preliminary
nearing Ocl . 7 in Richmond pro-
vincial court on a charge of sex-
ual assault involving a 10-year-
old girl . Saliacum . 58, was
granted refugee status In Ca .-
ada last year after declaring he
was persecuted in the U .S .

Accident charge laid
An Abbotsford man has been

charged with failing to remain at
the scene of an accident and
criminal negligence in the
operation of a motor vehicle
aRer a l5-year-old Abbotsford
girl was ctruck by a car early
Sunday morning . Peter
Lawrence Aueck,23,of33870
Fern is to appear In Langley
court Thursday. Helen Aherne
was in stable condition in hospi-
tal wllh multiple fracturea .

t
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:ELINE MARSHALL, STEPHANIE WESTEN model thelr "wearable works of art"

Students' summer T-shirt business
banned to protect retail outlets

y JEFF LEE

Two enterprising art students
ying to create their own summer
bs have run Into the bureau•
acy at Vancouver city hall -
eapite their federal job funding .
Celine Marshall and Stephanie
esten of Langley want to sell
idividually hand•painled
-shirts on street corners this
Immer . Their proposal was
Icked by the federal Challenge
I student em~Ioyment program.
nd initial information /tom city
ill led them to believe their plan
3uid work .

Competing with stores

But at the last moment, they
scovered city hall doesn't want
em selling the 100 T•shirls-
at take three houra of work each
create - on the street because
ey would compete with existing
ores .
"It's really frustrating because
e believed we could do this,"
/id Marshall, 17 . "These are
earable works of art and don't
mpele with anything else . No
io are alike . We even bought the
lank) T•shirts from a retail
ore, so I can't see how we're
4npeting ."
Challenge 88 underwrote
1,680 of the cost of the enter-
ise. No bank would lend them
le money needed because they

received the grant - but it isn't elry, bul two recent applications
delivered untll the project ends In to sell hand-painted T•shlris were
Se tember, Marshali saidd turned down because council
?Po they borrowed l:450 from decided they didn't fit the handi-

each parent and called city hall, craft rule .
"They, advised us we needed E2-

million liabllity insurance," said
Marshall . "Then we had to bring
in =300 (for licencea) and the dis-
play table to have it approved by
engineering ."

The girls bought the T-shirts
fabric paints, brushes ana
fnsurance and headed off to city
hall .
"That's when we were told we

couldn't get a licence because this
competes with retail stores ;" Mar•
shall said Monday . "We're stu-
dents who want to make art
careers. This is the same as telling
painters they can buy their can•
vases but they can't sell their pic-
tures because it would put retail
art stores oul of business."

There rpay be a light at the end
of the tunnel lhough . When lold
of the girls' plight, Mayor Gordon
Campbell said they "should not
give up too soon,

'9 can't say for sure, but there
may be something thal can be
done from the Challenge 88 angle.
I have to compliment the girls on
their enterprise . It's unfortunate
that they didn't write first to a
member of council, bulpe rhaps
something can be done," he said .

The city allows street vending
of hand•cralled items such as jew•

Others turned down
Ald . Carole Taylor, who chairs

the committee overseeing permits
and licences, said she sympathizes
with the two students, but
believes the city'a policy must be
enforced.

"It's unfortunate that they got
caught in the middle like this .
We've had two recent ap lications
that were similae, anScouncll
turned them down, even thoueh in
one case 1 felt It fit the rule of
handcraned ;'ahe said ."1 hon-
eslly don't think it will help to
play a double standard where one
person can sell these items but
another can't ."

Taylor said city hall's door Is
not closed to Marshall and Wes•
ten . "There is a real need here in
the city for a program supporting
Challenge 88 .1 am not promising
anything, bul perhaps we should
be looking at a program that
allows Cha/lege 88 students to sell
their items in a designated area
during a certain time of the
year."
In the meantime, Marshall rald

she and Westen have resorted to
selling their shirts through local
stores and at Simon Fraser Uni•
versity.

:

llla sbould warn eon .umrr,t loon ro P
roatrlc{Ing of W porsible aide effectf In taking

M~a ape i .sne art : the drugs. ,dravlalon. . .. . . . . . . . ..
~Mdhday InB .C.Perron/1lodawrll

aupreme Court against RJR•Mac~ ww .ddonald Inc
. for an unspecifie amount in damages, saying the com-

pany failed to warn people of the
effect of tobacco in association with
Buerger's disease and that it Is

unsafe and
harmful to their
health. Perron is
seeking compen•
sation for his loss
of limbs, Inter•
ference in his
ability to make a
living and costs .
The company .

is a subsidiary of
SWEANOR the U.S .•based-

R.J. Reynolds Industries Inc .
The B.C. Supreme Court suit fol•

lows a landmark U .S. federal court
ruling ' last week that a
cigarette maker had contributed to
the death of a smoker.
!n that caae, a jury awarded

$400,000 US In damages to the hus-
band of a woman who died of lung
cancer at the age of 58 . The jury
found the woman was 80-per-cent
responsible for her death, but It was
the 6rd case in which a tobacco com-
pany was ordered to pay money for a
disease caused by cigarettes.

He told reporters he does not want
lo settle oul of court because he
wants "tao make a point here."
The unemployed Perron, who is

on a disability pension and raising
his seven-year-old son alone, said his
message to others is simple : "Don't
smoke ."

Jeff Labow, vice-president of cor•
porate affairs for RJR•Macdonald,'
said from Toronto the manufacturer'
plans to use all of its resources in its
defence.

"The decision to smoke Is a matter
of individual choice and personal
responsibility," Labow said . "Is it
fair for someone who chooses to
smoke and becomes ill to pul the
responsibility on someone elset"

Perron's statement of claim Ned
In court says in 1976, at age 24, he
began to suffer loss of circufation ;
pain and discomfort in his lower
extremities that increased w much
that in 1980, his left leg had to be
amputatautopod.
An sy of the leg showed he

suffered from Buerger's disease .
However, Perron said Monday

that because of his addiction, he was
unable to quit smoking and the dis-
ease progressed.

He sald that in •1983, after hla rlghl
leg was amputated, he quit smoking
- with lhe help of acupuncture -
and the disease has remained dor-
mant .
David Sweanor, staff counsel for

the Non-Smokers Rights Associat-
ion based in Toronto, told the news
conference the Perron litigation will
be based on a 1986 ruling from the
Ontario Court of Appeal.

In that case, Ortho Pharmaceuti•
cal (Canada) was found to be negU•

FLY
Trash st~dy
on recycling,
SPEC says

Vancouver should stop study'•
ing the idea of recycling, and
instead use surveys other munic•
ipalities have collected to put a
city-wide program in place, says
a spokesman for the Society
Promoting Environmental Con•
servation .
Rosalind Mcllander,:SP1:C's

executive director, says the cit>'
doesn't need "to conduct yet
another study when there are
already enouh sludies around
to do the job." 1 .
The city's finance committec

agreedJast week on a six-month,
$19.000 pilot project to collect
newspapers in the areas of 49th
and Main Strdel and lhe PaciQc
National Exhibition .

Satiacum hearing set
Native Indian activist Robert

Satiacum will face a preliminary
hearlilg Oct. 7 in Richmond pro-
vincial court on a charge of sex•
ual assault involving a 10-year•
old girl . Saliacum, 58, was
granted refugee status in Can•
ada lasi year after declaring he
was persecuted in the U .S.

Accident charge laid
An Abbotsford man has been

charged with failing to remain al
the scene of an accident and
criminal negligence in the
operation of a motor vehicle
sRer a 15-year-old Abbotsford-
gIrl was struck by a car eprly•
Sunday morning . Peter
Lawrence Dueck,23,of33870
Fern is to appear in Langley
court Thursday. Helen Aherne
was In stable condition in hospi•
tal with multiple fractures .

Put away your purses

Vancouver police advise
women o leave their purses at
home and carry money in their
pockets now that warmer
weather is here, Const . Jim Sre•
kerea said people tend to walk
after dark now, increasing the
chances of a purse snatching.

Theft trial to be set
A 1 rial date is to be act July 20

for itichard William Lynch, 38,
of Maryland, charged with theft
and weaponspo ssession counts
arising from a Nay 181ncident in
a Safeway store at 370 East
Broadway.
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