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8.C. ISBUES DEMANDE TO MULTINATIONAL TOBACCO INDUATRY
= TELL THE TRUTH, QUIT TARGETING CHILDREN: PREMIER

VICTORIA -~ Premier Glen Clark and Heaith Minister Joy MacPhail today chalienged
the tobacco industry to leave children alone and tell the tryth about tobecco

producte.

“The produsts of the s162 billlen warldwida indusery kil 5,800
Britigh Columbians 8 ysar and the number 15 rising,” Clark said.

“Ninaty per ¢ent of people who smoke started before age 19, Halr of tham

wiil uitimately die a6 a reault of smoking, Every dey in B.C., 20 Kids take up
smoking. By targating kids. tha tobacco industry bulids long-térm custamers and
profits and sentences cur children to shorter, unheaithisr lives. .

“It"s timea 1o finally go to the source of tha probiam...the tobacco induatry
itzelf. Thot ia why tha gavarament I ealling an the indugtry to finglly do the right -

thing.”

Tie heaith minister has writtan lettars to Canadian CEOQs of muttinational
tobacco companiss. telling them ir°s tims te:

¢ stop a3l marketing targeted at children and 1eens and heip protest tham
from tobacco! B :

o discloss the health dangers of tobscoo, all the ingradients used in
- tobaced products and the marnipulation of picotine lovels 10 keep smokers

hooeked; '

& ba accountable 1or the hesith care traatment snd pravantion aosts of
tobacca-retatad ilinassas.

"in British Columbig, wa’re all paying half 2 biliion dollarg 3 year tc trast the
hazith prablams tebacce causes, while the tobacco industry is reaping aimoast
31 billion in profits in Canade avary year 3t the expanas of our children and
thousands of othar British Columbians,” Clark said. ,

MsaPhail said the chalisngs to the industry s the first in 8 serl@s of sctions
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e Government s teking to protost shildran from the obaced ingustry srd halp
Britighy Columbians break their adgiction to smoking.
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MacPhail said she will 180 ba inwroducing legislation in the Houss fater taday
that will pave the way for iegal action againast tha tobacce industry, chould that .

prove nncessary.
“While putting this legislation in placa will gnadle us 1o move guickly in that

direction, | do not viaw legal action as tha first step we shouid be taking againat
the industry,” MacPhali aaid. “But | belisva our readinsss t0 take this action wiil
torce the industry 10 considar tha other options we aro pmsantinq. '

*Our government is prepared to conslder gthor revanue measures, such as
licensing faes, to ensure tha mduatrv pavs ets ahare of tho east o! smokmc ,

praventmn and the !
“Anc while the tobacco industry considers our govemmeant’'s challanga.

will be airing telavision mezsages which show how the tahacco industry glamerizes
its products, and that the truth sbout tobaceo is very differant, * she said.

The aW!rd-winning messages wara produced by the State of Massachusetts
and generously provided to Britiah Columbia by the Centar for Cisease Control in
Atianta. The messsges. which facus on the industry’s cslious disrsgard for the

teuth, will air gver the next thres weeks.
“Just a8 tha probloms creatsd by tha muitinationa! tobacceo indusuy nl‘fa:.t

pecple all avar the warld. tha messages in thess telavision apats 8re universal,
“Qur chitdran shouldn’t have to (aarn tha truth about okaceo ihe

MazPnall said.

Rard way, 3& the paople in thuss ads have done.”
- 30 -

News Reiedse |nt|fnlt Addrese:

For madia information, contact: '
Communicaticns & Issuss Managsmeant htp i/ v, hith.gov. be.ca/nsws.html

{250) 962-1887

JUN 1§ *37 14:39 —
oo LEIST LB BT NOAC

81«71 °d M 808 a1

21207

806pez



