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David Small, CTMC
MariesJosee Lapoinre, CTMC

Disk Laudan, Bamr Gass & Wilcox Group
Proposed Vancouver Smoking Ban. - -

Weck ending July 28, 1995

Status of Coalition

(@)  Reswurant Association

Contines to prepare job loss figures for use in job loss study.

(®)  Chinese Restaurant Initiative _

Staff mer with Cliff Cheng of Chinese InforMedia Consulting on July 25, and discussed
press conference to 2nnounce opposition of Chinese Resmurancs to the smoking ban. The
press conference was delayed to allow get more large restaurants signed onto the initiative.

Eighty four restaurants now have signed the stacement of opposition.

There is 2 geogeaphic facror in opposition to the ban. Chinese restaurants in downrown
Vancouver cater to tourists from Japan and also the People’s Republic of Chinz, most of

" whom are smokers. Chinese resmuraats in Richmond (the other major centre of Chinese

restauzants) cater to local ethnic Chinese residents-and othess, 2nd are less opposed to the

- smoking ban. According to Chinese InforMedia Consultants, Chinese have 2 calturd

 predispositon to deference to authority: the involvement of politicians in opposition te the

ban might therefore make it easier for them to oppose the ban openly. The facr thae
opposition to the ban among members of council is parviculatly prominent and vocal in
Richmond (with so far the mayor and two councillors openly opposifig) may therefore be

relevant to potential expressions of opposition ro the ban in Richmond Chinese resurants.

Cheng reported thar thete are 2pproximately 400 Chinese festaurants in the lower mainland,
employing on average 10 to 15 empldyees each. A majotity of these employess speak onc of
the Chinese dialects and are new immigrants. Chinese resaurants apparentdy have the
highest producrivity per seat of restaurant types in the lower mainland. Cheng said that
festauranteurs would be unwilling to speculate on job-loss figures that might result from the
ban. He also reported that in his opinion 2 ban would not be observed by Chinese
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restauranteurs if it came into effect.

On August 1, the Vancouver Chinese iinguage ébk’ station will play z documentary on the
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2
'Proposed smoking ban. According to Cliff Ci:cn.é of Chinese InforMedia Consulting, all bue |

one of the people interviewed in the documentary oppose the smoking ban. The one
supporrer is Dr. John Blatherwick, Vancouver Medical Health Officer (wh spoke in

English). ‘ ‘

Press conference details:
Dare: August 2.
Time: 10 a.m.

Loaation: Chinese Cultural Ccn;re, Chinarown, 10 East Pender Street, Vancouver,

. Media advisory will be sent ot to Chinese and mainstream mediz 2 days before the event. .

~ Prominent Chinese columnists will be contacred, and all Chinese media will be telephoned
* prior to the press conference by Chinese InforMedia Consulting. o

English language press release to be prepared by Dennis I;rouse, staff, in consultation wich

Chincse InforMedia. : ]

The two Chinese Vancouver City Councillors have been invited and they have confitmed
.that they will both awend: Jenny Kwan of the socialist Commirtee of Progressive Electors (a
municipal political party), and Maggie Ip of the pro-bisiness/conservative Civic Nop-
Partisan Association. Chinese InforMediz was strongly of the opinion that it would be best if
they attended. Both councillors have strong connexions to the Chinese community.

There will be no single spokesman for the Chinese resurants. Cliff Cheng will be 2 kind of

facilitator;, and will “all 0 order” the confetence. A number of restauranteurs will be a¢ the
front of the room. The provisional agenda:

L Introducvion by Cliff Cheng

2. Smrement of opposition to the proposed smoking ban read in Cantonese by
one of the restauranteuss. - :

" 3. Scaementof oiapositién to the proposed ban read in English by another of '
the restadranreurs. ‘ o '

4. Orhef restauranteuss will speak on specific topics, including the impact of
- the ban on rourism. ' , , o

v0E8158902

5. Media questions will be ficlded vo the resmuranteurs by Cliff Cheng.

Local Chinese media prefer individual interviews o questions asked in 2 press conference, so

it is expected that interviews will take place after the conference is formally over.

Consequently, Chinese InforMedia will make cercain thar reszurantenrs are well-briefed on
. theissue and on relevan seatistics before the canference. :

i
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. Action: Dirk Laudan
- Media coverage this week

There will b¢ no visible involvement of Barr, Gass & Wilcox Group or the Lower Mainland
Hospirality Indusy Group ar the press conference. "

Ongoingaction: . John Barr, Denais Prouse,
@ Steering Comsnitree meetings

The next Steering Commiree Meeting is scﬁed__ukd for Auguse 3.

Metropolitan Board of Health’s Gonsxﬂmt'ionlMeecings

_ Bruce Clack has formally requested from Dr, JoHn Blatherwick 3 <opy of the consultarion

meedng transcripts and report, pursuant to the British Columbis Freedom of Informarion

- and Protection of Privacy Act. Copies of the fequest were sent to the mayor of Vancoyver

and Vancouver's Freedom of Information officer. |
We have received a0 acknowledgement of the rcciuest. According to the Act, public servanes

must provide the-information within 30-days of receipt of the request, of provide one of 3
variery of possible excuses for delay or denial or the informarion. At that point, the person

Bulletin

Issues this week: (1) discussed the negative experience 'l:ha.t che local cabaret The Town

Pump had with 1 voluntary smoking ban, and what this tells us about the effect thar a
legislared smoking ban would have; (2) cacouraged readers o write to local governments to

&xpress theit opposition to the ban, and gave addresses of locsl municipal councils.

Upcoming issue topics: The involvement of the Royal Canadizn Legion in opposing the ban,
the “anti-fun” policies of governshent blue-swockings (bicyde helmer laws etc) and how
Smoking-ban is part of that, and the Chinese festaurant initative, .

50£8155902

With no media'release or othet story chi week, there was lide coverage of the smoking ban.
Most coverage on that particular issue was in the form of letrers 1o the editor, Also, there .
continues to be 2 relatively high aumber of stories on health issue relating to smoking.

@  Telovision
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No coverage.
) Radio -
No coverage.

© ictt:rs 10 the editor

Lerzers conrinue on both sides of the issue. Pro-ban lewers stil] outnumber anti-ban letvers
bur the disparity is lessening, R '

(d)  Dailies
No coverage.

() R Cdmmunity papgfs. |

Aldergrove Seer, July 20, “Ban’ has them, i‘umiug", 'reporti..n,g the Insight Canada Businiss

Survey from the press release, induding quotations from Bruce Clark thae the consultation

has been a sham.
Campaign materials
@  Poster

A sccond generation of poster marerials has bean designed in response to the comments

. made by the focus groups. Production of maresials will begin next week.

(®)  Petition

Petition numbers to be-confirmed ar pext meeting of the steering coxﬁmittee, on August 3. .
In addition, timing of release of petition will be discussed,

Job loss/ Economic Impact figures. ‘_'

 The Restauranc Association and the Casino M.anzgémt’.ht Council are still working on their

job loss figures but they are expected very soon,
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Continued action: | Dennis Prouse.
7.. Municipal Councillors .
o With 2 conside:zble number ;F c(;uncill'ors on hc;ﬁday; there has been lessened activity on
this front. - C : '
Continuing action:.  Ditk Laudan - o
| Prepatation of coundillors brfgﬁﬁ'g package on the issue femains 2 p;ioriiy. '
Acton:  All seaff | ‘
8. . Conference on ETS in che Hospitality Industryt:o be held in Vancouver

Suaffare researching bzdcgrou;nc; on air quality experts and zeporrs.

A number of strategies has been discussed for deafing with the conference. The problem with
a boycort of the conferenee is that there is a risk & szkeholders attending anyway, and we
will lose control of the process if stakeholders go inalone Dexided in conjunction with

\l

We will of course closely mionitor the Preparations for the conference, and the invitees, to the
exeent possible, : R '
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