+++ RBH DON MILLS q02/022

07/26/95 17:87 PAX I TE —_
JU-24-18395 11:21 FROM TQ  SO34BaSEH16132384463 P.ez/a3

Weekly Report

To:  David Small, CTMC

From: Dirk Laudan, Barr Gass & Wilcox Group

Re:  Proposed Vancouver Smoking Ban,

Date:  Week ending July 21, 1995

8 Stacus of Coalicion

(€Y] Restauranc Association

The Restaurant and Food Services Association of British Columbia and the Yukon has
rjoined the coalition. Restaurant Associarion representative Geoffrey Howes confirmed thar
the Association is fully in agreement with the coalition’s position of row] oppesition to the
ban, wichout compromise. Howes is also comfortable with the role of staff in the process,
He agreed to allow the name of the Associadon to be testored to the masthead of the
bulletin.

Howes said that he will disteibuce 3 special newslerter relating oo the ban to the 12,000
member of his Associztion. Newslewer to be drafied by saff: it will amount 20 2 thorough
briefing on the issue, assuming no prior knowledge of it, and include suggestions on what
festauranteurs G to o fight the ban. Approximate time of relezse: mid-Auguse,

Action: Dennis Prouse (liaison), Dirk Laudan (drafting of newslerter).
(b)  Chinese Restaurant Initiative

Over 60 Chinese resmurant in the lower mainland have signed the smrement of opposition
to the ban prepared by Chinese Informedia Consulting,

(subject to the satisfaction by s thar it is properly organised by Chinese Informedia, and
subject co strategic consideration thac may arise). Seff will have no open tole in the press
conference and the initiative will appear to have arisen solely from the Chinese community.
However, staff will extensively beief Chinese Informedia on the conduct of 2 press

As spokesman for the Chinese festauraneurs is currendy being seleczed. This is a very
political issue among the fiercely competitive Chinese festauranteurs, and is being handled
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Ongoing action: John Barr,

(o Breweries

Lervers have been sent to Molson’s and Labar’s giving informaion on this issue. No
response as of yet. '

Ongoing action: John Barr and Dennis Prouse
d)  Seeering Committee meedngs

Successful commiree meeting on Ju[j" 21, at which Geoffiy Howes of the Reswurant
Assodiation awtended (results of his artendance, 1bove),

Nexe sreering commiteee meetings set for Auguse 3, Chief subject for discussion then:
operations and strategy for August-Scprember. |

Metropolitan Board of Health’s Consuluation Meecings
(2) Insight Canada GenPop Study.

No response yer from the Strategic Action (.;toup;. the facilitarors of the consultation, procass
who were hired by the Healch Department, w Bruce Clark’s writren fequest thar the Insighe
Canada GenPop be included in report. ‘

NOTE: As 2 general poin, it is believed by suff that the § teregic Action Group is
being quite fair in the consultarion exercise. They are 2 private firm and have no emotional

commitment to che anti-smoking issué.

®)  Consulradion meetings are over

The consuleation mestings are over, according to the Swaregic Action Group. (Consulmnr
assured John Bare of this on the record) The consulting firm confirmed that the consulration
meeting tentatively scheduled for Juy27, 3¢ whid; municipal health officers might atrend is
definitely cancelled (municipal healch officers have hot arrended 2 consulwrion mesting).

Statements coming out of the health departments to the media Jast week indicated that more
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consuleation meetings might oecur. There is 2 high level of confusion in the staternents of
the health departments on the current status of the consultation exercise.

(©  Report

® Content

The repore from the facilitatoss of the consuluaricn meetings to the health deparments wil]

strongly reflect the negarive response of sakeholders to the ban 2nd also ro the process of
consultations. According to 2 member of the stakeholde

onc of the facilitators, there will be eleven finding, viz

1) Poorly defined goals of public policy ‘
2) This is not just a public health issue, as the health department had
Imaintained .

5} Institutional considerations were omitred from the ¢
effcer on privace clubs, hospinals, and:so forth

4) Insufficient economic analysis

onsuleation process, e.g.

5)  Flawed process: smkeholders input should have been had from the beginning

6)  Health Department’s information %as misleading: it made no mention of the
economic impact on tourism, for example

Enforcement of the ban remains 4 serious jssuc
8) Bureaucracy operated in 2 high-handed way
9) . Freedom: people’s right to choose'is an issue
10)  Inequities exise US establishments 2nd those on Indian reserves
11)  Improper jurisdictional authority

We have not yet confirmed these officially, and st::E are seeking 3 written version of the
facilitators’ report.

(i)  Seatusof report with respect ro publication

The report is not published, and most of the transeripts of the public meerings are not
available. ' 7

The wranseripes of the consultation meetings, with the exception of the first two meetings,
have not been distribured to parucipants. Transcripts are not available to the public or the
media. The report is apparently in the hands of the Metropolitan Board of Health steering
committee for the total ban, which includes D, John Blatherwick and owo others,

According to one of our sakeholders, at Jease one medical charity (Heart and Stroke

Foundation) has a copy of cither the ranscripes of the consultation meetings or the fina]
report.

[s steering committee, who spoke o
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Effort is under way to obein 1 copy of the reporrand transcripts. Seaff are pteparing 2

formal request under the Freedom of Information and Privacy A (B.C.) for all relevane
documents.

Action: Dirk Laudan
(iii)  Stracegic consideragions

The level of confusion in the Healty Dcparrmcn't‘on the consultation TEPOLT procass may be
evidence that municipal officials 2ce unable to decide what to do with the report.

The face that the Health Deparement has no teleased the text of the consultarions o he
report allow their members 1o continue to assert in public thac “opinion is divided” among
stakeholders on the issue of the ban, wheseas it would seem o be 3 Rirer inference from the
transcripts and repore thar apinian is mosdy opposed to the ban.

The continuing stall of relesse of the wanseripts and repor may provide us with
Opporrunities te attack the process and atrzq media ateention.

Action: All seff
Bulletin

Bulletin issues have covered: the impacr of 2 ban on business as demonstated by the GenPop

survey results; 2 media review; and the end of the-consultation process with the healch
deparemenc in confusion.

Upcoming issue will discuss: the disastrous experiences of loa pubs 2nd cbarers that have

gone non-smoking volunarily, 2nd 2 decision by the Pacific Command of the Royal
Canadian Legion to oppose the ba. .

Action: Dirk Laudan

Media coverage this week

(a) Television

BCTV early news, 5:18 p.m, July 12, Figures from Insight Canada GenPop study reported:

support for cutrent regulations at night dubs (64%) and fine dining establishments (80%)
reported, and concrasted with finding of support for a ban in the Angus Reid poll.

(b)  Radio

Coast 1040 AM sadio, 10 2.m.,July 17: Bruce Clark inerviesied by conservacive talk-show
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host Dave Abborr. The interview lasted 25 minutes and included 2 phone-in segment,
Abbort was exzremcly supportive of Clark’s position, Clark emphasised the Insighe Canada
GenPop study and economic arguments. Callers were evenly mixed between thoss
supporting Clack and those supporting a smoking ban,

(© Letrers to the editor

Leteers to the editor by pro-ban side continue to-outpace anti-ban letrers. Efore T0 correct
this to be raken (see “Upcoming Media Inidatives”, below).

(&  Dailics
No coverage.

@  Community papers.

Burnaby Now, July 19, “Hogels get their own su;:{r'ey on digarerres”, running the Insight
Canada GenPop survey story from the news selease, with a photograph of Bryce Clark.

Vancouver Eeho, July 12, columnist Randy Shore, “Restzurant owners don’t get it”, referding
to the Insight Canada business survey, pro-ban columnist argued thar resczuranteurs do not
care abour their employees’ health and do not deserve to be consulted on the by-law,

Whistler Quastion, July 10, columaise Paul Burrows, “Statistics depice interesting picrure”.
Rambling opinion column discussed, izzry alia, the Insight Canada business survey, the
Regative experience of The Town Pump when it volunrarily went non-smoking, and the
potentidly negative effect of a smoking ban on Asian tourism,

NOTE:

There has been a very significant increase in the numbet of health-relzred mediz articles
relating to the effects of smoking. Swff believe that the health issue is being given heightened
emphasis by health officials, govemnments at various levels, health organisations, znti.
smoking medi, and ang-smoking lobby groups to afect the debate on the by-law. This is

consistent with the strategic direction that the pro-ban side is taking is setting up the ETS
health conference (item 8, below) :

Campaign materials
() Poster

Focus group testing completed on July 20. Awaiting repore of testing firm. Staff attended

focus group sessions: some poster idess and slogan tested quite well. Originals of poster
designs to be sent tg CTMC,
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(b) Petition
@ Ongoing <mpaign

Petition @mpaign contines strongly ar hospitaliry establishmengs,

Ongoing Action: Dennis Prouse, cobrdinating drive and liaison wich stakeholders.

@) Petition g Vancouver summer speécial evengs

Two studenes may

be hited to man che pedition booths. 4 budget has been outlined for this
Project and submiteed 1o CT MC. ' :

Action: :
John Barr for swategic planning of drive ;
Dirk Laudan 3nd Dennis Proyse, saff, preparation of Campaign marerigls, tRining

Peter Symons, saff, 1o coordinate logistics, of special event activiries.
Job loss/ Economie Impact figures
All stakeholdess have feported their projecred job<oss figures arising from 2 smokin
C exee ino Man

chold ' g ban,
pt for the Cas agement Council {mpresentative Jacec Schaefer returns from

holidays July 24 1nd will send feport promprly théreater) 2nd the Restaurane Association
(Association was asked for job loss figures when ¢ rejoined the coalition: it will also respond
promply). '

Continued actiog: Dennis Proyge.

Munieipal Councillors
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8. Conference 00 ETS in the Hospitalicy Indust’f}v to be held in Vancouver

According to information staff have received from seakeholders, Health Canada js organising
a conference on ETS in the hospility industry; vo be held in Vancouver in September.
Stakeholders are already Being contacted by conference OIganisers 1o invite them o
participate. Presumably, this is pare of the health department’s plan to emphasise the health
issue, especially now that it has not won o0 {ts arguments that the public suppors the ban,
or that a ban would be economically beneficial for the hospizlity industry,
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