Weekly Report

Several delegares will be selected to represent Legion branches opposed to the ban ar the next

Ongeing action: Deanis Prouse, Peter Symons, Holly Thompson

Report on Tourism Vancouver’s decision on whether to oppose the ban will be availzble

Planning session for steering commitres took place on Sept. 7, to prepare for Health Canada
conference (icem 7, below). Next scheduled mesting is for the last week in September.

Te:  David Small, CTMC
Marie-Josee Lapointe, CTMC
From: Dirk Laudan. Barr Gass & Wilcox Group
Re:  Proposed Vancouver Smoking Ban.
Date: Week ending September 8, 1995
1. Starus of Coalition
(@)  Royal Canadian Legion
meeting of the Steering Commirtee,
(b)  Tourism Vancouver
next week.
Action: John Barr
()  Steering Committee meetings
2. Stakeholder consultations

Meeting with Health Officials

L Medical Health Officers and Environmental Health Officers said the following:
(A)  Recommendation to council

0 confirmed chat they would recommend the adoprion of 2 total ban

(1) they will also set our potential alternatives to a ban, such as vendilation or air quality
standard, in their recommendation to council. The recommendation will clearly be that 2

ban be adopted, however.
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(i) the recommendarion will be released publicly two weeks before the vote at Ciry
Council (which is scheduled for Seprember 28), i.e. on Sepeember 14 or chereabous.

(B)  Arguments in Favour of the ban advanced by the bureancrars
(i) the ban would have absolurely no negarive economic effects. They said they knew
this because of experience with previous regulations, which had no economic effects, and
also because of the Angus Reid poll.
(i} people “killed by ETS” according to the EPA and related studies.

(C)  Air quality study

See under item 9, below.
I Members of the Hospicality Group 2dvanced these points:

(A)  Opposition to ban
()  Economic loss (based on expertise as hospitalicy operacors, and Insighe Canada

genpop poll)
(i) California ban is not comparable because it is nat the same sort of ban, it is not

enforced, and California has a different dlimate.

(i)  Casino and bingo business will flock to US, Indian resatves, 2nd illegal games

(iv)  The ban would be difficult and even dangerous for operators to enfarce

(v)  Consultation process was flawed

(vi)  Alternarives to 2 ban were never seriously considered

{vii)  ETS docs not have the health effects that are areributed o it by the propaganda of
the Health Department. Dr. Holcomb spoke at some length in this vein, quite aggressively.
Health officials, in particular the medical doctors, agreed to look at his research, but
expressed great scepricism about his position.

(B)  Compromise positions

The group expressed the view that it would not contemplare compromise uncil the ban was
off the able. No compromise was offered or intimated by health officials, however.

Bulletin
No bulletins were sent our this week.
Upcoming issues:

Legion takes up arms agzinst ban
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meeting with Medial Healch Officers

failure of smoking bans in California, ETS conference

costing of Health Departmenc’s Angus Reid poll (depending on information obtained from 2
Freedom of Information request we have filed)

the issue of ETS and how its risks have been overstated

Also possibly issues on the following ar the appropriate rime:

¢

1

Union joins fight against ban
Announcement of upcoming media event, e.g. march on Ciy Hall

Action: Dirk Laudan, Peter Symons

Media coverage this week

(@ Television

No coverage.

(b)  Radio

CKST Dave Abborr Show, September 7, 1995, 10:05 AM. Bruce Clark and Larry
Helcomb interviewed by Dave Abbo on the smoking ban and on ETS. Phone in segment
included an anti-smoking crusader who asked Clark if the tobacco industry contribured to

the campaign, and Clark confirmed that it did.

CKST Jim Nielsen Show, September 7, 1995, Larry Holcomb interviewed on ETS, with
call-in segment.

(©  Lerers to the editor

None.

(d  Dailies

Vancouver Frovince, Sept. 8, “New West coundil to che rescue”, Byline (op-ed article
submitted by member of the public) Ironic arricle referring to new, tougher regulations for
smoking in resaurants and other hospitality establishments in New Westrinscer (these
regulations stop short of 2 total ban). Author says as a result of the bylaw he has “already
started to cut down. Cue down going to New Westminscer restaurants, thar is.°

(e) Community papers.

Royal City Record NOW (New Westminster), August 30, “Pool players pufF for now”. New
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bylaw in New Westminster would ban smoking in billiards halls, but not ocher hospiuality
establishments. The bylaw comes into foree on September 30. Councillors have a variety of
views on whether the bylaw should be enforced.

Royal City RecordINOW (New Westminster), August 30, “Billiards owner wants fair play™,
New Westminster billiards owner says he would suppart a total ban in billiards halls if it
applied in all municipalities. As it is, he will lose his smaking customers to neighbouring
municipalities. Owner said that he was never consulted abouc the bylaw.

Job loss/ Economic Impact figures

Job loss prediction by professional economist John De Wolf is going forward and will be
complete on spproximarely September 20.

Continued action:  John Barr, Dennis Prouse.

Municipal Councillors

Dr. Holcomb met with Vancouver mayor Phillip Own, Richmond mayor (also Chairman of
the Greater Vancouver Regional District) Greg Halsey-Brandr, and Vancouver diry
councillor Jenny Kwan. All were receptive to his points, and in particular councillor Kwan,
who said that she had not been given adequate information on this issue by city staff.

Coordination of meetings berween stakeholders and Vancouver council continues, as does
tracking of councillors’ opinions on the issue.

Continuing acion: ~ John Barr, Dennis Prouse, Dirk Laudan

Conference on ETS in the Hospitality Industry on Sept 7

The conference ook place in the Richmond Delta Resort. Approximarely 40 people
atrended.

(a)  Stakeholders, led by Bruce Clark, succeeded in changing the agenda to allow Larry
Holcomb to speak to the entire conference. Holcomb was reasonably well received, with 2

number of delegates expressing genuine interest in his points. There was some hostility to
him from anti-smoking activists.

(b)  Stakeholders successfully steered discussions in the “break-out groups™ away from
ETS specifically, and cowards the broader question of indoor air quality.

(0 No member of the news media attended the con ference. Staff are not aware of any
press coverage of the conference.
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(d)  Conference proceedings were recorded by a staffer of Temple Scort. the consulting
firm chat ran the conference.

Request ro Vaacouver Health Department under the Bricish Columbia Freedom of
Information Act

Information gathering continues.
Action: Dirk Laudan, Holly Thompson.
Air Quality study by the Vancauver Health Department

There has been a subswantial change in the degree 1o which the Health Department wants w
“own” the air quality study it had previously promoted.

The air quality study had been advertised by the Vancouver Health Department in leers ro
stakeholders requesting their participation, and also in personal appeals for participation by
Domenic Losito, Environmental Health Officer for the City of Vancouver.

However, when Dr. Blatherwick (Vancouver’s Medical Healch Officer) was questioned
about the air quality study at the mezting berween health officials and stakeholders on
September 5, Blatherwick said he was nar really in favour of the project. He said that the
study is being run and financed entirely by the Heart & Stroke Foundation, and thar the
Health Department’s participation was only to send 2 “doorknocker” lereer asking
stakeholders to pamicipate. He said that he now regrets that they even went thar far o

support it.

Losito agreed with Blatherwick and said he was now “lukewarm” to the idea of the air
quality tests, and implied that he never really supported the idez fully.

The reason for the change in atritude was not dearly armiculared.
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